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Divine Allah 
Candidate for Council, North Ward 
 

1. The City Council is a legislative body with investigative powers.  What do you see as 
the role of the City Council in advancing the economic, educational and cultural 
success of Trenton? 

 
The initial investigation should be done with the residents of the North Ward. I would conduct 
an extensive analysis of the economic, educational, and cultural stability of the community and 
assess their needs and aspirations. Although the North Ward is home to the downtown district, 
most of North Ward is wallowing in poverty and dilapidated housing. As your next North Ward 
Councilman, I would continue my work to provide activities and programs to “raise the 
frequency” and awareness of ALL North Ward residents. It is not until this process is in motion 
that we can begin any viable kind of revitalization. When the community is not educated to the 
advances of the economy, i.e. new businesses, a disconnect is formed between the residents 
and merchants. This leads to robbery, vandalism, and loitering in and around these new 
businesses. Education and culture, the premise to a throbbing community, must exist first. 
 

2. For Ward council candidates: How will your role as a Council member elected to 
represent a Ward of Trenton be reflected in your service on the Council? What do you 
see as the critical responsibilities and duties in representing your Ward? 

 
My work as a young, committed, and passionate activist has led me to do work within ALL the 
wards of Trenton over the last 15 years. Living in North Trenton for 37 years, I walk and live 
with the experiences of the community. As your next North Ward Councilman, I believe my 
critical responsibilities and duties are to be accessible, attentive, and accountable to the needs 
and aspirations of the North Ward residents. Historically, Council members were those that 
looked, dressed, and said what the community wanted to hear, knowing that they could not 
deliver on said promises. We need a complete, constructive CHANGE, and, again, as your next 
Council member I embody that CHANGE. I also believe that a Council member should be a 
visionary, having foresight to plan and create tangible programs for the youth, families, seniors, 
and all those committed for mutual progress of the North Ward. 
 

3. Department heads are appointed by the Mayor “with the advice and consent of 
Council.”  What do you see as the role of the City Council in evaluating and voting on 
department heads and other officials proposed by the Mayor? 

 
A leader is only as good as his council/advice. It is imperative that in my evaluation and voting 
on department heads and other Mayoral appointees that I elicit the concerns of the North 
Ward community. In one of my monthly community meetings with the residents, we will 
evaluate the resumes of the proposed candidates, and I will make my decision based on the 
council of those concerned residents. Personally, I look for historically legacy, i.e. protracted 
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advocacy and work within local communities, and other personal affects that will make any 
candidate a good fit for the city of Trenton. Most importantly, I advocate that these appointees 
live in the city of Trenton and invest in the city in which they will serve.  As a long-time activist 
in planning and providing activities for youth, families, and seniors, I would expect no less from 
the Mayor’s appointees hailing from their local communities.  
 

4. Some City of Trenton departments and services are seen as effective, while others are 
viewed as creating obstacles to progress.   What two current City of Trenton 
departments or services do you believe are working well, and what two departments 
or services most need to be improved?  What specific actions will you push for the City 
Council taking to improve underperforming departments or services? 

 
One of the two current departments that are working well is Public Works. Eric Jackson has 
done a wonderful job with the Pavement Management and Pothole Filler programs, which have 
greatly improved services to residents while reducing the cost of these services. The Fire 
department has also done a great job with response time and community service. 
Health & Human Services is in need of improvement. There needs to be a more intense, 
concerted effort to address childhood obesity, poor health and diet, AIDS/STDS, and other 
health issues that plague the urban community. The department of Recreation, Natural 
Resources, and Culture has lost its pulse. With the lack of recreational activities, underserved 
recreational centers, and citywide cultural arts/athletic programs, our youth are truly the 
beneficiary of poor budgeting and planning. Immediately, this department needs to renovate 
the city parks, install jungle gyms, and build more theatre and performing arts/recreation 
centers. 
 

5. A healthy city must be able to meet the needs of its citizens while balancing its 
budget.  Trenton has many assets and a resilient population, but it still relies on the 
state for almost 75% of its operating budget revenue.  What specific steps should the 
City Council take to increase revenues and to reduce expenditures?  What will be the 
combined benefits of these actions? 

 
Many candidates have tossed around lofty ideas such as putting dilapidated and abandoned 
properties back on the tax roll, conducting a property tax assessment, reducing the police 
overtime and consultant fees, increase economic development in relation to hiring local 
contractors and/or bring in more businesses. All of those are viable options, however, to be 
honest, as your next North Ward Councilman I will say to the residents that we are facing some 
difficult times ahead. It is my contention that we have to await the budget cuts by the Christie 
administration to begin addressing revenue increases and expenditure reductions. Any 
concrete plans are wishes, at best, and the residents need to know that. I will continue my 
action plan of listening to the residents about how WE can address the economic ills of the 
North Ward and together WE can come up with workable solutions. 
 

6. Many successful cities use history, arts and cultural opportunities to capture the spirit 
of the community and create vibrant places to live.  As a Council member, what three 
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specific steps will you take to support and market Trenton’s history, arts and cultural 
diversity both in our neighborhoods and downtown? 

 
My life’s work has led me to facilitate annual back to school/free school supplies for children, 
free block parties, free spelling bees and poetry events; all located in the heart of what many 
people consider crime-ridden territories. I am NOT a politician. I am a concerned citizen with 
the passion to lead from the vantage point of being connected to the youth. To be more 
specific, I would advocate that we 1. Create historical markers (sign posts) throughout the 
North Ward indicating the various events, people and places of historical importance, 2. Create 
a youth theatre/performing arts collective to develop and highlight the performing and creative 
talents of our youth, and 3. Continue to provide cultural awareness/education workshops to 
the families and residents, especially to those that have marginal schooling, which leads to low 
self-esteem, lack of self-worth, and furthers poverty, crime, and drug abuse. 
 

7. Trenton is a remarkably diverse city, with many different neighborhoods, blocks and 
organizations.  As a Council member, what will you do to foster and promote citizen 
action and efforts on the local and neighborhood level?  What are examples of citizen-
lead efforts you would support, and what would you do to support them? 

 
Divine Allah has exemplified citizen-led action over the past 15 years. I am an advocate of self-
sufficient organizations and as your next North Ward Councilman, I will continue my activism 
and support of other citizen-led efforts to mobilize their communities in combating crime, 
blight, poverty, lack of recreational activities, etc. I would be in support of any citizen-led efforts 
attempting to challenge the liquor store owners, corner stores, restaurants, etc., that allow 
loitering and the maintenance of a nuisance. The North Ward I envision is one that does not 
ignore the largely African-American/Latino population. My plan is to continue to support those 
in cleaning up these communities and incorporate them into the larger plans of economic and 
housing development, crime prevention, green and solar innovations, the state funding crisis, 
etc. As Booker T. Washington stated, “together in mutual progress” we can create a better 
North Ward community. 
 

8. Many successful individuals have passed through the Trenton educational system, but 
we still have low student achievement levels, high dropout rates and a poor 
community image.  What can the City Council do, and more importantly what should 
the City Council do, to improve our schools and increase the number of students that 
succeed? 

 
As the only North Ward Council candidate that has attended Trenton Public Schools, and as one 
of those youths that have “passed” through the Trenton educational system, I propose we have 
a complete, constructive CHANGE of the pedagogical method. The first thing we should do is 
implement the Amistad Bill, a state “mandate” that says every public school, K-12, must teach 
African-American history. Trenton public schools are currently non-compliant. We should 
reincorporate the arts/music programs, and strengthen and expand the vocational-technical 
classes in our schools. This would benefit the largely African-American/Latino student 
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population that is not college bound. Council should assist the school board with creating a 
more balanced curriculum that reflects both a right brain and left brain student learner. 
Students need more project based, performance based, and reality-based learning. While test-
taking skills are important, today’s students also need the skills to survive poverty, gangs, early 
parenting, etc. 
 

9. Civic engagement requires open and honest sharing of information between those 
elected to serve in government and those who elected them.  What will you do to 
make the City Council more accessible, transparent and responsive to citizens? 

 
It is my contention and plan as your next North Ward Councilman to continue to be attentive, 
accessible, and accountable. As Councilman, I will be a representative of and to the residents of 
the North Ward. In addition to having monthly meetings with the residents, we should create, 
strengthen, and empower community action groups that will report to the school district, City 
Hall administration, and the police department about the concerns, plans, and solutions to 
issues confronting our community.  The groups would be lead by the people, of which I would 
be a member, and we would collectively hold everyone accountable. The group’s 
responsibilities could be expanded to report directly to the schools in their district, with input 
on hiring of administration/teachers, curriculum reform, athletic and other student programs, 
parent outreach, etc. Until there is a complete, constructive CHANGE of the system, there will 
be no CHANGE. IT’S OUR TIME!  


