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Kesner Dufrensne, Jr. 
Candidate for Council, East Ward 
 

1. The City Council is a legislative body with investigative powers.  What do you see as 
the role of the City Council in advancing the economic, educational and cultural 
success of Trenton?  

 The role of council as a legislative body advancing the economic, educational and 
cultural success of Trenton requires creating a body of ordinances that preserves and 
enhances the quality of life for its’ residents while providing a safe and pleasant 
experience for guests without compromising the character of the state’s capital.  
Advocate the investigation of any tax payer funded activity that does not serve the 
best interest of our citizenry.  

2. For Ward council candidates: How will your role as a Council member elected to 
represent a Ward of Trenton be reflected in your service on the Council? 

 My role as a council member elected to represent the East Ward of Trenton is to 
reflect the desires and interests of my constituents.  I will make myself available to 
neighbors in the ward to listening to their concerns and partnering with them to 
bring those concerns to council to be addressed collectively by my fellow council 
members through enforcement of existing ordinances or by creating new ones. 

What do you see as the critical responsibilities and duties in representing your Ward? 

 I see advocating for timely and adequate delivery of essential services (i.e. street 
cleaning, trash collection and police responsiveness) and addressing quality of life 
concerns (i.e. neighbor relations, noise pollution, decent / safe public recreational 
areas like parks and schools / community centers)as my critical responsibilities and 
duties in representing my ward.  

3. Department heads are appointed by the Mayor “with the advice and consent of 
Council.”  What do you see as the role of the City Council in evaluating and voting on 
department heads and other officials proposed by the Mayor? 

 The role of city council in evaluating and voting on department heads and other 
officials proposed by the Mayor demands an understanding of the requisite 
qualifications for such appointments in compliance with city ordinance, such as 
residency, and ensuring that appointments align with the needs of the city in a 
responsible manner. 

4. Some City of Trenton departments and services are seen as effective, while others are 
viewed as creating obstacles to progress.   What two current City of Trenton 
departments or services do you believe are working well, and what two departments 
or services most need to be improved?  What specific actions will you push for the City 
Council taking to improve underperforming departments or services? 
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 Without placing blame on any department’s effectiveness and acting within the role 
of legislator or policy maker, I would advocate, with the cooperation of fellow council 
members, a fair process of evaluation and accountability that calls all departments 
to maintain high standards of care in maintaining the welfare of the city. We must 
make sure we hire qualified individuals that posses a strong sense of integrity and 
work ethic 

5. A healthy city must be able to meet the needs of its citizens while balancing its 
budget.  Trenton has many assets and a resilient population, but it still relies on the 
state for almost 75% of its operating budget revenue.  What specific steps should the 
City Council take to increase revenues and to reduce expenditures?  What will be the 
combined benefits of these actions? 

 Specific steps the city council should take to increase revenues and reduce 
expenditures include an analysis that reduces duplication of services, reduction / 
elimination of non-core (non essential) functions, attracting / growing industry, 
promoting entrepreneurship through incentives, strengthening business associations 
and fostering a pro-business environment where appropriate that draws corporate 
investment and create employment for Trenton residents. 

6. Many successful cities use history, arts and cultural opportunities to capture the spirit 
of the community and create vibrant places to live.  As a Council member, what three 
specific steps will you take to support and market Trenton’s history, arts and cultural 
diversity both in our neighborhoods and downtown? 

 Three specific steps necessary to promote the arts requires an assessment of existing 
partnerships with societies and organizations that promote the arts in our city and 
discussing their needs and how the city can support their initiatives; also building 
partnerships with the various ethnic groups and their respective organizations to 
promote an environment that allows them to celebrate their cultures in a way that 
enriches the entire city (i.e. festivals, parades and other programs); identifying and 
strengthening an arts’ district that attracts not just local interest but foreign interest 
in the form of grants and tourism. 

7. Trenton is a remarkably diverse city, with many different neighborhoods, blocks and 
organizations.  As a Council member, what will you do to foster and promote citizen 
action and efforts on the local and neighborhood level?  What are examples of citizen-
lead efforts you would support, and what would you do to support them? 

 As a council member, I would work with fellow council members to make meetings 
and agendas open to the public, including civic associations(i.e. TCCA, et al) that 
represents the respective neighborhoods in the media; in addition, we would work on 
increasing budget allocations to support community organizations that would 
proactively meet the needs of their respective neighborhoods 

8. Many successful individuals have passed through the Trenton educational system, but 
we still have low student achievement levels, high dropout rates and a poor 
community image.  What can the City Council do, and more importantly what should 
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the City Council do, to improve our schools and  increase the number of students that 
succeed? 

 In addressing our city’s educational needs (our children) I would work with council to 
foster a stronger relationship with the board of education to strengthen vocation 
programs within the school system and maximize the use of alternative education / 
charter schools to increase student achievement. I would also support community 
centers that provide mentorship, tutoring, college preparation and dynamic 
programs/seminars to enrich students’ education.  

9. Civic engagement requires open and honest sharing of information between those 
elected to serve in government and those who elected them.  What will you do to 
make the City Council more accessible, transparent and responsive to citizens? 

 I would work with fellow council members to disclose, on a frequent basis (quarterly), 
the balance sheet during council meetings and electronically in an appropriate 
format to create more transparency and accountability. 


